Your audiologist will conduct a comprehen-
sive hearing evaluation to determine if you are
a candidate for hearing aids. Based on your
evaluation, the audiologist may recommend
hearing aids or make a referral to investigate
medical or surgical options.

Hearing aids are similar to a miniature public
address system. The microphone picks up the
sound, the amplifier makes the sound louder,
and the receiver (speaker) delivers the sound.
Ninety-eight percent of all hearing aids are
digital. Digital technology allows advantageous
manipulation of sound in many useful ways.
Some hearing aids are completely automatic,
while others have user-adjustable controls.
Your audiologist will work with you to review
hearing aid options. The two of you will select

the best configuration for your particular needs.

All hearing aids are powered by ba
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: » ] Several features are available to improve the hear- Your audiologist will review with y e details of
/(‘ This hearing aid is a ing aid experience. The most common are youlr insurance coverage (if av , financing
i _ small case connected to Directional mi h to enh h options, loss, theft and da
\ O olear plastic tubing and irectional microphones to enhance speec ranty, service protocols,

a custom fit earmold understanding in noise,

Noise management to improve listening comfort
in noisy situations,

Feedback cancellation to alleviate the annoy-
ance of whistling and buzzing, and

This small BTE style
directs sound into the
ear canal through thin

Telephone programs to access sound from
phones and other sound sources.
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~ | plastic tubing and a
tiny earpiece.
After your hearing aids have been selected, the ¢ >r which hearlng aids operate, daily cleaning
. . . . tenance is recommended. Proper care and
must be fitted appropriately. Hearing aids must )
; . e clearly reduces the need for repair.
_ This custom amplify sounds so they can be heard comfortabl
,r% /q instrument fits entirel S 4 d related find without causing discomfort, and hearing aids mus
LY QIical history and refated indings. be secure and physically comfortalds the ear. Th
h S the ea hearing aids are adjusted using a ith the best technology, it is important to main-

audiologist’s office, and the result ca tain realistic expectations. While hearing aids make

If both ears need amplification, your audiologist will However, the audiologist’s office does n sounds easier to hear, they will not restore normal
recommend two hearing aids. Research has shown represent the variety o hearing. Hearing aids reintroduce you to a world of
two hearing aids provide superior benefits for the life, and so your new sound, and it takes time to adapt to the new sounds.
majority of people with regard to better word rec- evaluated in the sound ¢ Some people adjust quickly, others take longer. Your
ognition in quiet and noisy backgrounds, better audiologist will discuss auditory training programs,
quality of sound, better localization ability, more communication strategies, and hearing assistive tech-
natural hearing, and so forth. Research has shown ctions optimally nologies to alleviate difficulties in these situations.
that when both ears are candidates for hearing ments. Your audi-
aids and only one ear is fitted, the unaided ear may pearing assistive
lose speech recognition ability more rapidly than i the Niearing aids and to
the fitted ear.

Jullle., ent
irely in the ear

Untreated hearing loss impairs memory and may
cause difficulty related to learning new tasks.
Untreated hearing loss may result in decreased job
performance and has been shown to negatively
impact wages and earnings. Hearing loss treated
with hearing aids has been shown to decrease
fatigue, irritability, risk to personal safety, and
withdrawal from social situations. Further, in many
research studies, hearing aid use has been shown
to increase the wearer’s quality of life.

This smallest custom
instrument fits deep into
the ear canal.



