


50   

SE


P
TEM


B

ER


/OCTO



B

ER


 2
00

8
A

UDIOLOGY








 TOD



A

Y
Growing up Cochlear

from 4 or 5 months old and to see him speak and trans-
late Hebrew and English was truly spine-tingling,” Jerry 
Schloffman said. “Someday he’s going to graduate from col-
lege and I’m going to be just as proud. He is a leader amongst 
his peers, a popular kid, everyone looks to him, everyone 
wants to be around him.”

Most importantly, as Scholffman points out, the key to 
Michael’s success is a reflection of the perseverance and high 
expectations of his parents.

“It’s evidence that anything is possible. The expectations 
that Sherilyn and Robert had for Michael are expectations 
we should have for any child with hearing loss. Michael is a 
model, a best-case scenario of what we should hope for with 
every child. This success is why many of us got into the field 
of cochlear implants. Because this child received the neces-
sary technology and therapeutic intervention, he was able to 
achieve things no one thought were possible.”

Dr. Balkany describes Michael “as an exceptional young 
man. He started out with a condition that, if not recognized 
and treated properly in a timely way, would have placed him 
at a tremendous disadvantage throughout his childhood 
and his life. But through his own natural abilities and the 
perseverance of his family, he was able to obtain treatment 
for his hearing loss and developed into an extremely bright, 
outgoing, and happy young man.”

As important as the sense of hearing is to people who hear 
normally, Michael says, it is as much, if not more, of a gift 
for those who have received a cochlear implant.

“If you do have an implant, you should cherish it and be 
grateful you can hear,” he says.  AT
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To view Michael’s DVD, 
“Growing up Cochlear,”  
visit www.audiology.org and 
click on Publications, then  
Audiology Today.

2 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  |  A m e r i c a n  A c a d e m y  o f  A u d i o l o g y 


