
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF AUD IOLOGY • POS IT ION STATEMENTS • MARCH 15 . 2000 

PRE-PURCHASE ASSESSi\IE~T GLIDELI E 
FOR Al\1PLIFICATION DEVICES 

IL i the po ition of the American cademy of 
Audiology that every per on eeking treatment of 
hearing di order. through the u ·e of amplification 
device receive a comprehen ive audiological 
e aluation prior to purcha e. Thi evaluation 
mu t include any and all nece ary procedure to 
determine: (a) thorough hi tory of hearing lo . . 
(b) auditory en itivity (thre holds). (c) . peech 
recognition capabilitie , (d) type of hearing lo . 
(e) need for referral to a phy. ician, (f) need for 
referral to other prof e ionaL or agencies, and (g) 
candidacy for amplification device . 

The comprehen ive audiological evaluation mu 
be perfom1ed by an audiologi t who i licen ed or 
regi tered in the talc wherei n thee aluation i 
completed. The diagno tic evaluation i not con
ducted for the purpo, e of electing or fining a 
hearing aid. but to rather a. e · Lhe functional i-.ta
tu of the auditory . y tem, and to a. ure that 
amplification or other a i. ti ve Ii Lening device 
are an appropriate treatment trategy. 

The Ameri can Academy of Audiology recommend 
a comprehen i ve hearing a . e ment by an audiolo
gi t prior to the purcha e of a hearing aid. 

STATEMENT ON THE ROLE OF THE AUDIOLOGIST IN THE 
NE\\'BORl\ HEARi G SCREE ING PROGRMI 

Hearing creening i now the tandard of care 
for all newborn . There are many profe ional 
who are re pon ible for a. suring the comprehen-
i ve y tern of an Early Hearing Detection and 

Intervention (EHDI) program. Licen ed audiolo
gi L have the experti e and education to appropri
ately manage the El-IDl program (phy ician 
exemption notwith randing). The breadth of 
knowledge and experience in all a pect of infant 
hearing program that audiologi ts provide (includ
ing creening protocol.. diagno is, educational and 
audiologic management) i nece ary to a ure Lhat 
infant and their familie receive appropriate and 
timely . ervice from creening through a e ment 
and earl y intervention. 

ewbom hearing creening program u e either 
otoacou tic emi. sion or auditory brain tem 
re pon e technologie . Both of the e technologie , 
regardle. of the equipment or protocol utilized in 
their admini tration, are appropriately Lllilized only 
when te. t are admini tered. or their admini tralion 
i upervi ed, by a licen ed audiologi t. The under-
tanding and interpretation of the technologie in 

u. e today urpa e. the knowledge and kill ba e of 
individual not l icen ed a audiologi t . 

ln the EHDI program, the audiologi t provide 
the following ervice : 
• Ldentif y key community and ho pital per, onnel 
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who will develop comprehen ive, community-
ba ed protocol to ru urea eamle . y tern for 
in fant and their famil ie . Key communfry and 
ho pital per onnel include audiologi. t . early 
interventioni ts. phy ician (pediatric . family 
practice, ob tet.ric , oLolaryngology). nur ery taff. 
ho pital admini trator , ri k manager , parents. 
con umer and Prut C coordinato1 . 

• Select the appropriale, objecti ve, phy iologicaJ 
'Creening technologie . 

• Pro ide training and upervi ion to creener 
' ho may be uppon per. onneJ uch a nur e . 
technician and peech-language pathologi t . 

• M onitor the program· outcome mea. ure for 
quality a urance uch as number of infant 
creened. ref er rate at ho pital di charge, number 

or infant receiving audiological a se. sments, and 
number of infant confirmed with a heruing lo . 

• Provide education to community/ho pita! per on
nel on the importance of eru·ly identi fication and 
intervention of hearing lo in infant . 

The Licen ed audiologi t provide the leader hip 
in management and upervi ion to a ure that 
EHDl program ru·c of the highe t qualiry and pro
vide the outcome of eru·ly identification and inter
vention for all infant and their familie . 0 
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