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PREVALENCE OF 
HEARING LOSS

Over 65y 
have 
hearing loss

1 in 3

Teenagers have 
signs of hearing 
loss

1 in 10

Over 85y 
have 
hearing loss

1 in 2

Baby boomers 
have hearing 
loss

1 in 6



10-12% of people have no hearing 
loss but hearing difficulty



The most common causes of hearing loss:

Noise Exposure

IllnessAgingMedications

Head InjuryHeredity





Hearing aids cost too much!





National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), 2015



Source:  Kentucky Department of Worker’s 
Claims 2017-2018 Annual Report

@ $40K/person = $14.5M



Estimates of $1.2B for 
care of hearing loss in 

1.8M Veterans in 2012.

Alamgir H, et al.  Economic burden of hearing loss for the U.S. military: a proposed 
framework for evaluation. Military Medicine, 181, 4:301, 2016



https://www.kff.org/medicare/slide/projected-change-in-
medicare-enrollment-2000-2050/

Currently = 60 million
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Payments to physicians (single visit) by Medicare to generate referral 
for hearing care evaluation, with subsequent payment for those 

services

Payments to One physician for referral Payments to audiology for audiologic evaluation



Average annual spending of Medicare 
beneficiaries who use hearing care 

services = $8,196; spending of those 
who do not use hearing care services = 

$10,709

$2,513 
annually/person

Willink A, et al. Cost-benefit analysis of hearing care services: What is it 
worth to Medicare.  Journal of the American Geriatric Society.  April, 2019)



Willink A, et al. Cost-benefit analysis of hearing care services: What is it 
worth to Medicare.  Journal of the American Geriatric Society.  April, 2019)



Reed NS, et al. Trends in health care costs and utilization associated with untreated 
hearing loss over 10 years. JAMA- Otolaryngology, 2019; 145 (1): 27-34

2 Years 5 Years 10 Years

Medical 
Costs

$3851 $11,147 $22,433

Inpatient 
stays

1.2 x 1.3 x 1.47 x

Outpatient 
visits

+ 7.5 visits +21.5 visits +52.2 visits

Healthcare Utilization



Other costs associated with 
hearing loss

• Falls ……………..  60% higher
• Unemployment… 2x as likely
• Depression ……..  4x higher
• Anxiety ………….  1.5x higher
• Sick leave………..  24% more
• Institutionalization. 2.5x higher
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Co-morbid conditions associated with  
hearing loss 



file://localhost/.file/id
=6571367.859750144
3



Sponsors
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC)
• Department of Defense (DOD)
• Department of Veteran’s Affairs (DVA)

• Food and Drug Association (FDA)
• Hearing Loss Association of America (HLAA)
• National Institute on Aging (NIA)
• National Institute on Deafness and Other 

Communicative Disorders (NIDCD)



NASEM recommendations

• Strengthen efforts to collect and analyze data on 
hearing loss, its effects and treatment outcomes, 
including relationships to co-morbid conditions

• Improve access to hearing healthcare for 
underserved and vulnerable populations

• Promote hearing health in wellness and medical 
visits

• Evaluate and implement innovative models for 
hearing care



Thank-you for your time!
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