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Every year, legislative and regulatory developments at both the federal and state levels
affect audiology and hearing-health care. This quarterly newsletter provides a concise
overview of key updates and issues you need to know, along with upcoming events of
interest.

Federal Updates

Audiology Faces New Challenges Under Draft Federal Loan Rule: What
Comes Next  
Member Action Needed Soon! 
The U.S. Department of Education’s Advisory Committee has reached consensus on
proposed regulations implementing the higher education provisions of the One Big
Beautiful Bill. Among the most consequential changes is a revised definition of what
constitutes a “professional degree program”—a shift that could dramatically limit federal
borrowing for student audiologists beginning as early as July 2026.
 
Under the draft rule, only students enrolled in one of 11 specifically designated
professional degree programs would retain access to the higher federal loan limits
traditionally available to health professions. These students could borrow up to $50,000
per year for 4 years, for a total of $200,000.
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All other graduate students—including student audiologists—would be limited to $20,500
per year, with a maximum lifetime cap of $100,000. For a clinical doctoral program that
requires extensive coursework and supervised clinical experiences, this represents a
significant financial barrier and a substantial departure from long-standing federal policy.
Audiology still clearly meets the Higher Education Act’s definition of a professional field
since graduates earn a doctoral degree and provide direct clinical care, but the discipline
was not included among the 11 named professions.
 
In response, the Academy joined the PARCA coalition in submitting a letter (View the
PARCA Letter) to the Department of Education urging the inclusion of all affected clinical
professions—those that meet the statutory definition of a professional field but were left off
the draft list. By signing on, the Academy ensured that audiology and similarly affected
professions were represented collectively and with a unified voice during these early,
critical stages of rulemaking.
 
In addition, the Academy is engaging directly with other affected professions to identify
additional opportunities for collaboration as we work together to address the Department
of Education’s harmful proposed rule.
 
What to Expect: January–February 2026
The Department’s final rule is expected between January and the end of February 2026.
Once released, it will trigger a 30-day public comment period, offering a critical opportunity
for students, clinicians, faculty, and programs to weigh in.
 
This is a critical moment for the audiology community to influence the policy direction. The
Department does not count form letters, so they are discarded. That is why personalized
comments, including individual stories, data, programmatic impacts, and firsthand
experiences, are essential and will shape the outcome.
 
How You Can Prepare
Although for this specific effort, we are currently in a waiting period, there are concrete
steps programs and students can take now:

Begin drafting personalized messages. Focus on how reduced borrowing limits
would directly affect educational access, diversity in the profession, clinical training
requirements, and patient care.
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Stay tuned for templates and guidance. The Academy will distribute comment
templates once the final rule is released, along with instructions to help members
tailor their statements.
Be prepared for rapid mobilization. As soon as the rule is published, the Academy
will activate VoterVoice to alert members to submit comments quickly.

Congressional Engagement Underway
The Academy is also working to educate Congressional champions in hopes they will also
weigh in on this issue with the Department to revise the list of designated professional
degree programs to include audiology. This strategy—Congressional engagement paired
with strong grassroots advocacy and coalition building—will be essential given the limited
timeframe and high stakes.
 
The coming months will determine whether audiology remains recognized as a
professional field for federal financial aid purposes. Ensuring the Department understands
the clinical nature of the profession—and the consequences of excluding audiology from
the list—will require a united effort.
 
The Academy will continue to keep members updated and will share the next steps as
soon as the final rule is issued.

Government Re-Opening: What It Means for Hearing Health 
Congress reopened the federal government and funded operations through January 30,
2026, restoring stability to agencies and programs critical to hearing and balance care.
Medicare, Medicaid, and the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) can resume normal
operations, allowing audiologists and speech-language pathologists to process claims,
schedule appointments, and provide timely patient care.
 
Critical work at the NIH and CDC—including hearing research, noise-induced hearing loss
prevention, and early detection programs—has moved forward. At the VA, appointments,
device orders, and repairs are back on track, supporting veterans who rely on these
essential services.
 
The reopening underscores the need for predictable, long-term funding for programs such
as Early Hearing Detection and Intervention (EHDI) and NIH research. In addition, efforts
are already underway to avert another government shutdown at the end of January by
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addressing the expiring Affordable Care Act subsidies—one of the primary drivers of the
October shutdown—and by advancing the outstanding appropriations bills, whether
individually or as part of a series of minibuses.

Academy Board of Directors Meets with Lawmakers During Government
Shutdown
On October 23, the Academy Board of Directors held a successful Hill Day in Washington,
D.C. amid the federal government shutdown. The Academy is deeply grateful to the
senators, representatives, and congressional staff from both sides of the aisle who took
the time to meet and discuss key legislative priorities, including the Medicare Audiology
Access Improvement Act (H.R. 2757/S. 1996) and funding for Early Hearing Detection and
Intervention (EHDI) programs.
 
Despite the challenging circumstances, the board’s meetings were highly productive, with
lawmakers expressing strong interest and support for the Academy’s priorities. The
Academy extends particular appreciation to Senator Mark Kelly (D-AZ) for his leadership
in signing on as a co-sponsor of the Medicare Audiology Access Improvement Act
(MAAIA) following a meeting with Academy board members from Arizona.
 
The Academy remains committed to ensuring access to high-quality hearing and balance
care for all Americans and appreciates the continued bipartisan engagement on these
critical issues. The Academy’s Board Hill Day was one of three Hill Days this fall,
alongside ASHA’s and ADA’s events held during their respective DC conventions. This
coordinated effort has helped secure additional co-sponsors and maintain strong
momentum for advancing MAAIA through the legislative process.
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State Updates

Utah Proposal to Deregulate Audiology Licensure
In September, the Utah Department of Professional Licensing (DOPL), in coordination with
the Office of Professional Licensing Review (OPLR), proposed changes to audiology
professional licensure. These changes are part of a broader effort across several health
professions to reduce state licensure requirements. National deregulation movements,
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such as those advanced by the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC),
influenced this reform effort. The initiative began as a regulatory review and research
effort but has since evolved into a proposal presented to the joint Utah Business and
Labor Interim Committee, along with draft legislation for introduction.
 
Under DOPL’s proposal, the Utah legislature would replace:

Licensure for audiologists, SLPS, and HIS with a one-time certification.
Maintain certification through different options: continuing education, a minimum
number of practice hours, or national certification. Eliminating the need for a state
CE audit.
Eliminate the Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology Board, leaving no formal
advisory body to review standards of practice, disciplinary matters, or professional
conduct.

On November 19, the Utah Joint Business and Labor Interim Committee held a meeting to
discuss this legislation. Audiologists and speech-language pathologists from across the
state turned out in force to oppose the bill. Committee members questioned OPLR
extensively about these changes, with several legislators expressing concern about the
effect on patient safety, practitioner oversight, and insurance reimbursement. Committee
member Representative Melissa Ballard, a hearing aid consumer, introduced a motion to
remove the entire chapter on audiology certification from the larger health-care regulatory
bill. The motion passed, pulling the audiology portion from consideration in its current
form.
 
Although the language was removed from this bill, the issue is far from resolved. The
Academy is working with members in the state to revise the legislation for Utah’s 2026
session. The Academy is working closely with Utah audiologists, state partners, and
coalition organizations to prepare for the next steps.

Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology Interstate Compact Update
Earlier this year, the Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology Interstate Compact
(ASLP-IC) Commission announced that the CompactConnect data system has officially
launched.
 
CompactConnect is the data system that will assist member states in issuing compact
privileges to audiologists. Currently, registration is open for licensed practitioners in
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Louisiana and West Virginia. Several states are actively working toward onboarding and
meeting compact requirements. Until a practitioner’s respective state has onboarded,
practitioners cannot register in the CompactConnect system.
 
As of today, 36 states have enacted the Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology
Interstate Compact (ASLP-IC). In addition, several states continue to pursue participation:
Michigan, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania have introduced legislation this session to join
the Compact. As these bills move forward, the number of states eligible to onboard into
CompactConnect is expected to grow, further expanding access to multistate practice for
audiologists and speech-language pathologists.
 
More information and a link to registration for licensed practitioners in Louisiana and West
Virginia can be found on the ASLPCompact.com home page and the ASLP-IC map.
For questions about the ASLP-IC Compact or CompactConnect in general, reach out to
the ASLP-IC using the “Contact Us” form.
 
More information and a link to registration for licensed practitioners in Louisiana and West
Virginia can be found on the ASLPCompact.com home page and the ASLP-IC map.
For questions about the ASLP-IC Compact or CompactConnect in general, reach out to
the ASLP-IC using the “Contact Us” form.

SPAN Wraps Up 2025 with Key Updates on CPT Codes 
The State Policy Advocate Network (SPAN) held its final meeting of the 2025 year in
October, closing out the fourth quarter with a focus on critical updates in audiology coding
and reimbursement policy. Central to the discussion was the introduction of approved
American Medical Association (AMA) Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) codes
recently modernized to accurately reflect the scope of audiology hearing device services.
 
Dr. Annette Burton, the Academy’s AMA CPT/HCPAC advisor, and Dr. Erin Miller, the
Academy’s AMA RUC/HCPAC advisor, led the session, offering a detailed walkthrough of
the CPT code development process. They explained how codes are proposed, reviewed,
and approved through the AMA CPT process, highlighting the essential role of
professional advocacy in ensuring audiology services are properly represented.
 
The meeting reinforced the importance of collaboration among audiologists and
professional organizations to advance equitable and effective reimbursement practices
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nationwide.

AAA Webinar on the New Codes Academy Resource Center

Other News

Advocacy Ambassador Program to Debut in San Antonio
Step into a leadership role within audiology by joining the inaugural AAA Advocacy
Ambassador Program, launching at AAA 2026 in San Antonio. This new training track is
designed to empower members who want to champion audiology at both the state and
national levels and strengthen the profession’s voice across the country.
 
The Advocacy Ambassador Program offers a four-part learning experience that builds
participants’ advocacy knowledge, leadership skills, and policy fluency. The track includes:

Federal Advocacy 101
State Advocacy 101
The State Policy Advocate Network (SPAN)
Grassroots Advocacy and Ambassador Graduation Session

These sessions collectively prepare participants to navigate the legislative landscape,
communicate effectively with policymakers, and mobilize grassroots engagement in their
communities. The program culminates in an Ambassador Graduation Ceremony, where
participants who complete all four sessions will receive an official AAA ambassador badge,
marking their commitment to advancing the profession through informed, effective
advocacy. Members must attend all four courses to graduate and receive formal
Ambassador recognition.
 
How to Register
Enrollment in the Ambassador Program is open to all AAA members attending AAA 2026.
To register:

1. Log in to your AAA Member Portal.
2. Navigate to the Events listing section.
3. Select the AAA Advocacy Ambassador Program Track.
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4. Complete your registration to secure your place in this inaugural advocacy cohort.

Lead locally, influence nationally, and help shape the future of audiology. Become an AAA
Ambassador!
 
Those with scheduling conflicts or questions about completing the track should contact
Michelle Moore, Manager of Government Affairs at mmoore@audiology.org, for additional
guidance.

Have questions? Contact a member of the government relations team:
Michelle Moore, mmoore@audiology.org
Joanne Zurcher, jzurcher@audiology.org
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