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On behalf of the American Academy of Audiology Foundation, 
we are pleased to highlight our fundraising and funding efforts 
over the past year. It has been a productive and meaningful 
year, and we want all AAA members to share in our success 
by better understanding the Foundation’s mission, the value it 
brings to our community, and how member donations are used. 

The word foundation suggests permanence and support, and 
those two words encompass much of what we accomplished in 
2025. Permanence entails planning for the future, and the bulk 
of the donations we received in 2025 were used to help secure 
our future by funding scholarships and research grants for 
students and professional audiologists. Past recipients of these 
scholarships and grants have gone on to become accomplished 
clinicians, researchers, and leaders in the field, contributing to 
the continued advancement of audiology through both practice 
and service. 

Additionally, the Foundation supports ongoing education, 
primarily by funding experts in audiology and related fields to 
deliver lectures and presentations. These educational efforts 
ensure that our members receive the latest information on 
cutting-edge topics in audiology.
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In 2025, your Foundation donations were used as follows:

Member Support  
and Education: 

•	 In response to natural disasters across the country, the Foundation prioritized 
member support and pledged $10,000 to assist members with conference 
travel costs.  

•	 The Foundation provided support for the annual Marion Downs Lecture in 
Pediatric Audiology at AAA 2025, bringing in Margaret Kenna, MD, MPH and 
Shelby Redfield, MS for a thought-provoking and educational session titled 
“Genetics of Pediatric Hearing Loss in the Age of Precision Medicine: From 
Newborn Screen to Novel Gene.” 

In addition to continuing to support the Marion Downs Lecture in 2026, the 
Foundation is introducing a NEW annual “Future of the Profession” session. 
This session will invite speakers from outside the audiology field to address 
interprofessional issues and foster collaboration across healthcare disciplines. 
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Supporting Research  
and Scholarships:  
In 2025, the Foundation awarded more than $80,000 in scholarships 
and research grants to students and professional audiologists. 

The following programs were supported:

Continued Achievement Scholarship Program
The Continued Achievement Scholarship of $2,000 is awarded to two 
students who show exceptional promise as a clinical audiologist.

John Williams   
University of Mississippi  
Medical Center

Elaine Shaw  
Towson University 

SPONSORED BY 
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Empowering Students Scholarship Program
The Empowering Students Scholarship of $5,000 is awarded to six students who show 
exceptional promise as a clinical audiologist. $30,000 in scholarship funds are available. 

SPONSORED BY 

The Oticon Hearing Foundation proudly presented a $30,000 grant to support the American 
Academy of Audiology Foundation at AAA 2025+HearTECH Expo in New Orleans.

Breanna Billings
University of Texas at Dallas 

Lily Croke (Thomas) 
University of Iowa 

Derian Cunningham 
Illinois State University 

Taylor Clay 
Illinois State University

Eriel Confer 
Vanderbilt University

Courtney Roberts 
Gallaudet University
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Jerry Northern Pediatric Scholarship Program
The Jerry Northern Scholarship in Pediatric Audiology recognizes students interested in 
pediatric audiology. The scholarship awards three students with $10,000 each in 
scholarship funds and $500 each for travel expenses to AAA 2026 in San Antonio, Texas. 

SPONSORED BY JERRY NORTHERN, PHD.

Judith Blumsack Scholarship Program
The Judith Blumsack Scholarship of $500 is awarded to one student who demonstrates 
outstanding clinical skills and who shows promise in terms of clinical research and service 
to the professional community and/or the community at large. 

SPONSORED BY STUDENTS, FRIENDS, AND FAMILY OF JUDITH BLUMSACK, PHD.

Natalia Matteo 
Washington University School 
of Medicine in St. Louis 

Trisha Saxena  
University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Molly Whitcomb  
Illinois State University

Camryn Kirkham 
Illinois State University
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Amit Gosalia Scholarship in Private Practice
The Amit Gosalia Scholarship in Private Practice awards $1,500 to two full-time students in 
audiology (AuD, PhD, AuD/PhD) in good standing at a U.S. university who have completed 
their first year of studies. 

SPONSORED BY 

Jill Botkin Hearing Health-Care Accessibility Scholarship
The Jill Botkin Hearing Health-Care Accessibility Scholarship awards $5,000 to 
one student who is committed to enhancing access to hearing-care services 
especially in communities that lack geographic access to hearing care. 

Natalie Field 
University of Maryland

SPONSORED BY 

Paola Diaz Cruz   
University of Puerto Rico

Sarah Anthony  
University of Maryland 
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Sadanand Singh Memorial Scholarship Program
The Sadanand Singh Memorial Scholarship of $500 is awarded to one minority and/or 
international student who shows exceptional promise in audiology research as evidenced 
by their resume, rubric, and personal statement. 

SPONSORED BY FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF SADANAND SINGH, PHD.

Joanna Kim 
University of Texas at Dallas
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Student Research Forum 
was supported by Plural 
Publishing at AAA 2025
Emily Antes, MA 
Influence of Tinnitus on Speech Recognition in Quiet and Noise 
Audiology Fellow, Stanford Ear Institute 
University of Pittsburgh, Palo Alto, California

Elizabeth Davis, BS 
Recognition of Auditory Social-Emotional Cues in Aided  
and Normal Hearing Adults 
Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee

Celia Tow, BM 
Repeatability of Clinical Measures of Speech Recognition in Quiet and Noise 
Audiology Fellow, Stanford Ear Institute 
University of the Pacific, San Francisco, California

Matthew Ardis, BA 
Training Cochlear Implant Users’ Pitch Discrimination: 
Effects on Behavioral/Neural Outcomes 
Au.D. Student 
California State University, Los Angeles University of Southern  
California, Yorba Linda, California 
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Celebrating  
Our Successes
At AAA 2025 in New Orleans, the Foundation celebrated its commitment to 
community engagement and professional development by recognizing our 
2024 scholarship and grant recipients and spotlighting emerging leaders in 
hearing and balance research. We look forward to carrying that energy and 
momentum with us to San Antonio for AAA 2026. 

As 2025 comes to a close, we extend our heartfelt thanks to our new and 
returning donors. The Foundation’s initiatives are only possible because of 
your support. Your contributions help us  continue our mission to support 
research, education, and public awareness in audiology and hearing sciences.  

Please join us in this important work.   

With Sincere Appreciation,  

2025 AAA Foundation Board of Trustees  
Devon Weist, Tricia Scaglione, Sarah McAlexander, Bopanna Ballachanda, 
Patricia Mazzullo, Stephanie Fowler-Brookman, Hope Gillison, Anna Jilla, Patricia 
Johnson, Carmen Landry, Miller McKenzie, Emily Nairn, and Kaitlyn Marnein 
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FOUNDATION  
FRIENDS (OVER $200) 
Brenna Carroll
Tanya Crino
David Cunday
Richard Danielson
Dan Finnegan
Patrick Gallagher
Susan Good
Amit Gosalia
Ashley Hughes
Michael Mallahan
Jeffrey Martin
Sarah McAlexander
Ryan McCreery
Carrie Meyer
Erin Miller
Virginia Milne
Koren Motel
Jerry Northern
Catherine Palmer
Angela Shoup
Kevin Warner
David Zapala

FOUNDATION  
DONORS (UP TO $200)
Lindee Alvarez
Roger Angelelli
Samuel Atcherson
Meagan Bachmann
Bopanna Ballachanda
Batoul Berri
Jamie Bogle
Bettie Borton
Amanda Brown

Kajee Budhathoki
Kathleen Bulley
Ryan Bullock
Christina Campbell
Spencer Cheshire
Carol Cokely
John Coverstone
Michele Cramer
Noel Crosby
Kwame Curtis
Carlotta Cuthbertson
Ali Danesh
Jackie Davie
Andreas Dimopoulos
Tran Do
George Dorr
Jennifer Drohosky
David Eddins
Cheryl Edwards
Ursula Findlen
Angela Fisher
Carol Flexer
Erica Friedland
Mark Gabrych
Patricia Gaffney
Geri Garfinkle
Gloria Garner
Karen Glay
Marjorie Grantham
Andrea Green
Sarah Grinn
Courtney Guthrie
Rebecca Henning
Annelise Hernandez
Lillian Herring
Anne Hogan

Jason Howe
Rena Jacobson
David Jedlicka
Anna Jilla
Patricia Johnson
Kaitlyn Kennedy
Robert Key
Matthew Kolonoski
Barbara Kurman
Brianna Kuzbyt
Carmen Landry
Jessica Landsman
Meagan Lewis
Catherine Lo
Virginia Lupo
Kaitlyn Marie
Jamie Marotto
Vylsa Marrero
Tanya McCormack
Maryrose McInerney
Miller Mcinnis
Miller McKenzie
Melanie McQueen
Abigale Millerbernd
Caitlyn Montero
Tracy Murphy
Bre Myers
Alyssa Needleman
Susan Newton
Tina Nguyen
Heather Nordby-Williams
Michelle Novak
Ardell Olson
Hanna Page
Tina Penman
Catina Peoples

Maria Pomponio
Tracey Post
Amanda Prozeralik
Sherry Queen
Samantha Ramirez
Elizabeth Roberts
Daniel Romero
Jane Rosner
Ariella Sapoznick
Snithin Sasheendran
William Shapiro
Julia Shih
Hannah Siburt
Debra Siegel
Rachael Sifuentes
William Simmons
Christina Slade
Mara Smith
Greta Stamper
Tina Stern
Kathryn Stoddart
Desiree Su
Whitney Swander
Chizuko Tamaki
Elizabeth Teets
Bettina Tucker
Albert Turri
Lisa Vaughan
Emily Venskytis
Saumya Verma
Sarah Waggoner
Sharon Warner
Devon Weist
Gail Whitelaw
Cheryl Wray
Delain Wright

Thank You to our 2025 Supporters  

Although every effort is made to ensure all donors are listed, there is an occasional oversight. If you believe  
your name should be listed, please call the AAA Foundation office so we can correct our records. Thank you!
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The American Academy of Audiology Foundation acknowledges our Corporate and Industry partners 
for their generous support of the Foundation’s programs and initiatives. Thank you for your support 
and commitment to the present and future of audiology and hearing and balance sciences!

Thank You to our Corporate Sponsors  

Jerry Northern, PhD 
for his philanthropic 
support of the Jerry 
Northern Scholarship 
in Pediatric Audiology.

AudBoss, Inc 
for its philanthropic 
support of the Amit 
Gosalia Scholarship 
in Private Practice 
Audiology.

AudiologyOnline 
for its philanthropic 
support of the 
Continued Achievement 
Scholarship Program.

HearUSA 
for its philanthropic 
support of the Jill 
Botkin Hearing Health-
Care Accessibility 
Scholarship.

Oticon Hearing 
Foundation 
for their philanthropic 
support of the 
Empowering Students 
Scholarships.

Oticon, Inc. and the 
Oticon Foundation 
for their philanthropic 
support of the Jerger 
Future Leaders of 
Audiology Conference.

Plural Publishing 
for its philanthropic 
support of the 
Student Research 
Forum Awards.

Friends and Family of 
Sadanand Singh, PhD 
for their philanthropic 
support of the 
Sadanand Singh 
Memorial Scholarship.

Students, Friends, 
and Family of Judith 
Blumsack, PhD 
for their philanthropic 
support of the Judith 
Blumsack Scholarship.

William Demant 
Foundation 
for their philanthropic 
support of the Marion 
Downs Lecture in 
Pediatric Audiology.



Every gift, no matter the size, 
makes a difference.  
WAYS TO GIVE: 

Donate via  
our website!

Donate via Venmo!  
@AmAcadAudFdn

www.audiology.org/foundation | aaaf@audiology.org

https://members.audiology.org/cvweb/cgi-bin/memberdll.dll/info?wrp=FoundationAnnualFund.htm 
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvenmo.com%2Fu%2FAmAcadAudFdn&data=05%7C02%7C%7C77aad35f5c2349bddb1808ddc93e6891%7C58b3d54f16c942d3af081fcabd095666%7C1%7C0%7C638887992087928896%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=l8DgfZADC6lO9JimWIoHUwiK0beQLzMhKitXQx%2B3mvA%3D&reserved=0

