Department of Education: Template Comments for Professional Degree Programs
I appreciate the opportunity to submit comments to the Department of Education regarding proposed regulations that address the definition and treatment of professional degree programs for federal student aid purposes.
Audiology should be explicitly recognized and included as a professional degree program within these regulations. Audiologists are licensed healthcare professionals who complete rigorous doctoral-level education, extensive clinical training, and supervised practicum experiences before entering independent practice. The Doctor of Audiology (AuD) degree is the required entry-level credential for the profession and aligns with other healthcare doctorates already recognized as professional degrees.
Failure to clearly include audiology in the regulatory framework governing professional degree programs would create unnecessary financial barriers for students pursuing this essential healthcare profession. Such exclusion risks limiting access to appropriate federal student loan limits, increasing student debt burden, and undermining the audiology workforce pipeline at a time when access to hearing and balance care is critically needed, particularly in rural and underserved communities.
Clear regulatory recognition of audiology as a professional degree program would promote consistency, equity, and predictability in federal student aid policy. It would also ensure that students pursuing doctoral education in audiology are treated comparably to peers in other healthcare professions with similar educational and clinical requirements.
I respectfully urge the Department to explicitly include audiology within the definition and treatment of professional degree programs in the final regulations. Doing so will support students, strengthen the hearing healthcare workforce, and advance access to essential healthcare services nationwide.
Thank you for your consideration,

How to Personalize Your Comment
Members may strengthen their submission by adding one or more of the following:
· Your role (e.g., audiology student, practicing audiologist, faculty member, clinical preceptor)
· Your educational background or current program (AuD program, year of study, institution)
· How federal student loan limits impact your ability to pursue or provide audiology education
· The need for audiologists in your community, state, or practice setting
· How workforce shortages or access to hearing care affect patients, particularly in rural or underserved areas

